Impressions 0f
Rajasthan 2022
30 October - 13 November 2022
15 days | led by Steve Davey

Variable price structure
Prices from:
8 pax £ 2395 pp
9 pax £ 2320 pp
10 pax £ 2250 pp
11 pax £ 2195 pp
12 pax £ 2095 pp
excl. flights, based on Room share basis

Optional single supplement: £650

Better Travel Photography - Photo tours with Steve Davey
www.bettertravelphotography.com/phototours/rajasthan
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Booking arrangements for the Covid era
Travel in the Covid era has changed everything in the travel industry. We subcontract our
land arrangements and bookings to Intrepid Travel, so if you travel with us, then your
booking is actually made with Intrepid, meaning that all payments and deposits are fully
protected by their ABTA and ATOL travel industry bonding. Payments are safe, and any
refunds have to be made in line with their strict industry code.
Although your contract is with Intrepid Travel, ultimately the we undertake all of the
financial risk ourselves. As a small business we cannot afford to run trips at a loss, and so
have had to amend our booking conditions to protect both you, and ourselves.
This is an explanation of our new booking conditions: the precise terms, including final
payment date, could vary for each trip, and will be notified at the time of booking.
A part of the changes are to bring in variable pricing: this is essentially a hedge against
having to cancel a trip. It means that we can still (just about) afford to run a trip with fewer
people than normal. This gives you a bit more protection against a trip being cancelled due
to other people dropping out. If people do drop out, then it does mean that you may pay a
little more, but you will get a more exclusive trip with fewer people and more individual
attention. If the trip is full, then you will pay a fair bit less.
We will have a review of each trip 30 days before the final payment is due and another a
week before the final payment is due. At this point, we will notify you whether the trip is
expected to go ahead. We will not ask you for the final payment, unless we are
confident that the trip will be able to go ahead at that time.
If we are not able to operate the tour, we will try to re-schedule: if that’s not possible you
will have the option to hold your deposit as a credit towards a future trip or a full refund.
If the trip is going ahead, then we will request full payment, which must be made by the
final payment date specified in your booking. At this point, we will know final numbers for
the trip, and will be able to make any refunds that are due under the variable pricing policy.
Intrepid are ABTA bonded and if at any point after the departure is guaranteed, we have to
subsequently cancel the tour (for instance if there are significant quarantine requirements
on arrival or return, or if the country you are travelling to gets moved to the UK red list),
you will be entitled to a full refund.
If you cancel the trip for any reason - including a Covid diagnosis - after the final payments
have been made, there is a 100% cancellation fee. You are therefore strongly urged to
purchase travel insurance at the time of booking. Intrepid Travel offers a policy that
includes coverage for Covid, so you will be covered for this eventuality.
You are also advised to purchase flights through Intrepid. We will adjust out payment terms
so that you shouldn't have to pay the balance for the flights until we know a trip is going
ahead. Flight refund terms will vary, so again, comprehensive travel insurance is
recommended.
We believe that these new terms are a good balance between protecting you and your
booking, whilst also ensuring that we are able to manage the risk of running tours in these
difficult times.
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Highlights of this trip

• Pushkar Mela
• Kolyat Mela Bikaner
• Historic Jaisalmer Fort
• Picturesque Thar Desert
• Hidden Shekhawati
• Jodhpur Blue Town
• Photography tuition
Nowhere on Earth has as many festivals as India, and
we have arranged this exciting photography tour to
take in not just one, but two incredible religious
gatherings: the iconic Pushkar Mela, and the lesser
known Kolayat Mela near the desert city of Bikaner.
Rajasthan is the land of forts, and we will take in some
of the most atmospheric of the great forts of the state.
The names of the forts are evocative of the days when
warring kingdoms seemed to be permanently at war:
Jodhpur's Mehrangarh Fort, Jaipur's Amber Fort and my
personal Favourite – the breathtaking Jaisalmer Fort,
hidden away in the Thar Desert. It is not just these main iconic sites which are
The trip will include extensive photography tuition from professional travel photographer, Steve
Davey, countless photo opportunities and the company of fellow photography enthusiasts.

Our adventure starts in the capital city, Delhi, where we will have a free afternoon to explore the
thriving streets of Old Delhi before catching a train to Jaipur, the capital of Rajasthan.
Jaipur is known at the Pink City, and here we will get to see the incredible City Palace, and also our
first fort – the sprawling Amber Fort on the outskirts of town.
From Jaipur, we drive to the holy Lake Pushkar, site of the iconic Pushkar Mela – commonly referred
to as the Pushkar Camel Fair. We have three nights here, which will give us plenty of time to explore
the town, the sprawling mela ground which will be teeming with camels and walk down by the ghats
leading down to the holy Lake Pushkar.
From Pushkar we head into the traditional Shekhawati region. This is a fantastic area that I first
visited over 20 years ago, which is noted for the ornately painted havelis, or merchants' houses.
This is a little visited, traditional area, and as well as the havelis, we will be able to witness
traditional rural life, around the town of Nawalgarh, photographing local markets and temples.
The town of Bikaner is host to our second festival – the Kolayat Mela, which is held at a lake a hour
or so outside of the town. We start of exploring the town itself, and the relatively recent Jungarh
Fort, built around a hundred years ago, and also the famous Bikaner Camel Centre.
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Covid19 will change the way that we travel and the
way that we organise our trips. One of the main
things is that on all of my trips Covid Vaccinations
are now compulsory. This is to protect the other
people on the trip, as well as the people that we
encounter on our travels. Quite simply, I do not
want to be responsible for future infections in the
region. Obviously, if you have a medically certified
exemption, then this policy won't apply to you although it remains to be seen whether local
restrictions might still apply. You can see more
about this Covid19 policy here.
To cope with the challenge of travel in the Covid
era, we have introduced a variable pricing policy.
Traditionally we have always priced our trips to be
full, in order to keep prices as keen as possible.
This means that dropping even a couple of places
can severely affect the viability of a trip: more than
that means we are running at a loss.

The Kolayat Mela itself is completely new to me, but it sounds like a fascinating thing to witness.
Thousands of pilgrims flock to this holy lake. We will definitely aim to witness the ritual of Deep
Malika, when devotees float earthen lamps in the sacred lake as a ritual.
The desert town of Jaisalmer is one of my most favourite places in India. It featured in my
Unforgettable Places to See Before You Die book, and I am thrilled to be heading back. Uniquely,
much of the old town actually lives inside of the fort, and it there is nothing more atmospheric than
walking the tiny alleyways, where balconies almost meet above your head – being barged out of the
way by the numerous holy cows that think they own the place.

Rather than hike prices across the board to cover
ourselves for people dropping out we have
instituted this policy. The price varies per person,
so if people drop out before paying the balance of
the trip, but without us having the chance to
replace them, then we are covered. In essence, this
makes it more likely that the trip will still go ahead,
and that we won't have to cancel the departure!
When you book a trip, you should assume and be
prepared to pay the higher 8 person price. Obviously if the trip goes ahead with this number then
you will benefit from more personal attention with your photography. Once we have the final
payments in, and it is too late for people to pull out and get a refund then we will notify you of the
final price and action any refunds.

We will also head out into the desert to see some of the local villages and temples, and photograph
the sunset at some sand dunes.
Our final destination is the majestic city of Jodhpur, where we will get to photograph the last fort on
our itinerary – the majestic Mehrangarh Fort, which towers imperiously over the town. We will also
explore the atmospheric blue painted town at the foot of the fort, as well as heading out into the
local area to photograph the local Bishnoi people, a religious sect who believe in being at one with
nature and wildlife.
We have arranged this tour to finish in Jodhpur, to give people the chance to explore further in
Rajasthan, head to Agra to see the Taj Mahal or simply spend an extra couple of days in this
stunning city. There are flights from as little as £65, and these can easily be incorporated into many
international flights giving you the ultimate flexibility. Once you have booked, myself or Intrepid
Travel will be able to advise you about any onward arrangements.
Our visit to the Kolayat Mela is something of an exploratory phase of the trip. I have been to
Pushkar, and a number of other November fairs in the country, but never to Kolayat. As one of the
least touristy melas in Rajasthan, we are somewhat feeling our way. We have researched this as
much as possible, and have been assured that photography is possible by the lake, but as with
anything in India, things can change due to local conditions. Rest assured though, in a country as
fascinating as India, we have a plan 'b', and indeed a plan 'c' in place.
In essence, this is the basis of all of our trips: it is not just the things that are listed on the itinerary
that are the things that people remember, we are always seeking out local markets, villages,
temples and people working in fields to stop for, engage and photograph. There are a number of
times when we have built in time to be flexible.
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Impressions of Rajasthan itinerary
Day 1: New Delhi
Welcome to India! Depending
on what time everyone
arrives, I will be leading an
afternoon mission out to the
atmospheric streets of Old
Delhi and the spice market.
In the evening, we will have
our welcome meeting, and
then head out for an optional
dinner.
Delhi is a really interesting
city, and if you haven't been
here before, then I would
suggest having a couple of
extra days to look around whether you choose to do this
at the beginning or end of the
trip. There are a number of
historic sites in the city, some thriving nightlife. You can also do one of the Intrepid Urban
Adventures.
Standard Check in time at the hotel is 1400 Hrs.
Accommodation: Jaypee Siddharth Hotel or similar
Day 2: New Delhi – Jaipur (by day train)
Today we will have an early start to experience one of India's express air-conditioned train as you
travel to the pink city of Jaipur, capital of Rajasthan. We will be catching the Ajmer Shatabdi
Express: Delhi – Jaipur (0605 /1040 Hours)
In the early afternoon, we will visit the Panna Meena Kund Stepwell and the stunning medieval
Amber Fort. Maharaja Mansingh, Mughal Emperor Akbar’s most successful General, started the
construction of the Fort in the 17th century. This marvel is a great example of Rajput architecture.
Take your time, as you'll need several hours to explore this massive fortification. We will finish up
with a sunset location, before heading back to the hotel and then out to dinner.
Included activities:
Ajmer Shatabdi train
Amber Fort and Panna Meena Stepwell visit
Accommodation: Lemon Tree
Premier or similar
Meals included: Breakfast
Day 3: Jaipur – Pushkar (by
surface)
If anyone is up for an optional
sunrise excursion, we can make
our way to the Jal Mahal - an
ancient palace in the middle of a
lake, just outside of town.
After breakfast, we will take an
excursion to the sights of Jaipur.
Firstly, we will visit the Hawa
Mahal, also known as “Palace of
Winds”. Built in 1799, it was an
extension to the Royal City Palace
Impressions of Rajasthan 2022

of Jaipur, which allowed
the royal ladies who at the
time strictly observed
'purdah', and so were able
to watch any processions
and activities on the street
without being seen by the
public.
Afterwards, we will visit
the City Palace, now
converted into a museum,
except a small portion that
is still used by the royal
family of Jaipur. Built in
the fortified campus style,
the palace covers almost
one-seventh of the city.
We can also visit the
fascinating and photogenic
Jantar Mantar, an
observatory with a collection of astronomical instruments built in order to denote time.
In the afternoon, we will transfer by road to Pushkar (approximately 3 hours’ drive). Depending on
arrival time, we can spend time exploring the mela ground.
Included activities:
City Palace
Hawa Mahal
Jantar Mantar
Accommodation: Gulaab Niwas Palace or similar
Meals included: Breakfast and Dinner
Day 4: Pushkar Mela
Today we will explore the Pushkar Mela - more
commonly known as the Pushkar Camel Fair.
There are a number of melas that happen around
Rajasthan around this time, but the Pushkar Mela is
the largest, bringing almost 50,000 animals together
camp grounds on the outskirts of town. In the unique
Indian way, the melas are a blend of religious bathing,
and trading of animals.
The Pushkar Mela lasts for around ten days,
culminating in the religious bathing on the full moon
night of the Kartik Poornima full moon. We have time
our visit for the beginning of the festival, as this gives
us a much greater chance of seeing large number of
camels. By the end of the festival, there will be even
more tourists, and most of the camels will have left.
They will have been replaced by pilgrims who flock to
the holy lake in the centre of town, but as Pushkar
Lake is considered one of the holiest places of
Hinduism, photography is resolutely banned on the
ghats - the bathing steps that lead down to the lake.
This on the full moon of the Kartik Purnima it is
believed that the waters of the lake are particularly
auspicious, and it is believed that if someone takes a
holy bath then that person receives special blessings.
There is also a vast fairground for local pilgrims,
including ferris wheels, walls of death (where
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Day 6: Pushkar – Nawalgarh
This morning you will have the
chance for a final walk around
the mela in the morning, before
we get ready to head off on the
next phase of our adventure.
By now, the tourist numbers
will be even higher, and you will
be forgiven for feeling a little
smug that you have seen the
mela at its best!
Later early afternoon, head
deeper into the princely state of
Rajasthan to Nawalgarh, leaving
the city behind for a more
relaxed village vibe (approx. 5
hours’ drive). Catch glimpses of
life in the most colourful of
India’s regions – sari-clad women carrying terracotta pots of water, bangles tinkling as they walk. If
the sun’s still up, take a walk around the village, meet the locals and interact with them.

Accommodation: Roop Niwas Kothi or similar
Meals included: Breakfast and Dinner
Day 7: Nawalgarh

motorbikes and sometimes even cars are driven around a wall) and numerous sideshow attractions.
This is also a perfect place to shoot portraits - and camels, lots and lots of camels.
Accommodation: Gulaab Niwas Palace or similar
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

Enjoy a day of exploring this amazing town and further out into the Shekhawati region. Nawalgarh is
often referred to as largest open art gallery of Rajasthan, with many old old frescos that can be seen
throughout the town in buildings and local houses. This will be a great place for a photography stop, not
least because this is a much less visited part of Rajasthan, and a great place to simply explore and soak
in the atmosphere. We will visit the local market (bazaar) and see the colorful town as well as exploring
the famous ornate havelis, frescos and learning about the history this small town has to offer.

You also have the option to explore the city on camel cart, taking a farm walk, and trying Mehndi
(Indian Tattoo) a form of body art.
Day 5: Pushkar
Today we have another full day exploring the Pushkar Mela. If people wish, there is the (optional)
chance to go up in a hot air balloon. This would also be a good day to climb to the Savitri Mata
Temple, on a hill outside of town - or if you are feeling lazy, you can take the cable car!
The Rajasthan Tourist Department offers a number of slightly cheesy, but still very entertaining
events during the more touristy days of the mela. These include cultural performances, exhibitions, a
moustache competition, kite flying, turban tying and much more. They usually hold a camel beauty
competition and a tourists versus locals tug of war! This is fairly amusing, but the best shots will be
had walking around.
There are a number of ashrams
around the lake, where sadhus
(Hindu holy men) will spend their
time meditating and praying. Some of
these will be completely naked, and
covered in the ash from fires. They
can be somewhat scary, but also are
approachable if you go about it in the
right way. I will be holding a special
lesson on sadhus and photographing
them in time for you to make the
most out of this special opportunity!
Accommodation: Gulaab Niwas
Palace or similar
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch and
Dinner
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Included Activities:
Visit of Haveli’s and Walking Tour
Accommodation: Roop Niwas Kothi or similar
Meals included: Breakfast and Dinner
Day 8: Nawalgarh - Bikaner
Today we travel deeper into the Thar Desert to the
fortified town of Bikaner (approximately 6 hours’ drive).
Bikaner was an important staging post on some of the
great caravan routes, and thus houses a multitude of
bazaars along with an impressive fort and palace. We
continue to Junagarh Fort which despite appearances,
was built at the beginning of the 20th century.
We also visit the Camel Breeding Farm (National
Research Centre on Camel), established by the Central
government, and explore the Museum available to learn
about the developmental and research aspects of
Camels in the desert ecosystem.
Included Activities:
Bikaner – Junagarh Fort
Camel Breeding Centre
Accommodation: Gajner Palace or similar
Meals included: Breakfast
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Day 9: Kolayat Mela
A day to visit Kolayat mela and explore the festivities. Leave your hotel in the morning and visit the
Ghats to see the different types of rituals performed by the devotees. The 51 Ghats surrounded by
the Kolyat Lake is similar to the Ghats of Varanasi and is one of the biggest fairs of this region.
There is a belief if this festival that a Great Sage Kapil Muni once performed meditation in order to
achieve salvation at the lake, which makes it an important site for the locals and they perform
prayers and rituals at the Ghats.
In the evening, the Ghats are lit by earthen lamps and
there is an evening Aarti ceremony.
We have checked locally, and have been assured that,
unlike Pushkar, there should be no problems taking pictures
of the lake. However, things can change, so there are no
guarantees. There are always many things around these
large melas, and as well as photographing the bathing by
the lake, we will be able to roam the surrounding area,
photographing the pilgrims and the other things associated
with the fair.
Accommodation: Gajner Palace or similar
Meals included: Breakfast
Day 10: Bikaner
Today is officially the main day of the Kolayat Mela. The full
moon is sometime on the early morning of the following
day, but tradition dictates that people will want to bathe
today, and through the night. More and more people will be
flocking to the mela and the crowds will be building all day.
Today we will check-out of our hotel early, and move to a
different hotel, closer to the Mela. We have tried to get two
nights here, but they are booked. It will be a nice change
though, and it is a stunning property.
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For those who are keen, this would be a great day to return to the mela. For those who are feeling
tired, they have the option of relaxing at this hotel, or part relaxing and coming into the mela later.
Accommodation: Gajner Palace or similar
Meals included: Breakfast
Day 11: Bikaner – Jaisalmer
Today we will wind along a remote desert road to the yellow sandstone citadel of Jaisalmer
(approximately 6 hours’ drive). Watch as it rears its head in the arid, flat desert like a scene from
'One Thousand and One Nights'. Explore the snaking alleyways of Jaisalmer which are filled with
markets and intricately
carved houses.
Located on the banks
of Gadisar Lake in the
Mehar Bagh Garden is
the Jaisalmer Folklore
Museum, which is well
worth a visit. Also visit
the Shiv temple close
to Gadisar Lake.
Included activities:
Jaisalmer – City tour
Folklore Museum
Shiv Temple near
Gadisar Lake
Accommodation:
Mandir Palace or
similar
Meals included:
Breakfast
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Day 14: Jodhpur

Day 12: Jaisalmer
This morning visit the Jaisalmer Fort. Within the fort itself is a maze of houses, temples, shops and
restaurants, not to mention some 3,000 permanent residents. Track down some dazzling Rajasthani
fabrics, marvel at the spectacular facades of the Patwa ki Haveli and Salim Singh-ki-Haveli. Or you
may wish to simply wander the labyrinthine paths and soak up the atmosphere.
Afternoon drive to the dunes for a desert experience. We will take you to a picturesque location
where you can spend time taking snaps during the sunset. You have the option to choose between
the jeep ride/camel ride to reach the dunes.
We have the option of spending an evening having a Dinner on the dunes with a traditional
Rajasthani cuisine followed by a local folk performance.
Included activities:
Jaisalmer Fort
Haveli visit
Jeep/Camel Ride on the Dunes
Optional Activity:
Dinner on Dunes – INR 4000 per person

A day in Jodhpur
to explore the blue
city visit the
colossal
Mehrangarh Fort
sits atop a sheer
rocky ridge in the
middle of town.
We’ll explore the
looming fortress
and the series of
palaces within it
which narrate a
saga of hard
sandstone yielding
to the chisels of
many skilled
sculptors. The
Jodhpur museum
located within the
fort is known for
its exceptional collection of palanquins, howdahs (decorated riding seats for camels and elephants)
and other interesting artefacts.
Afternoon take an excursion to Bishnoi village famous for its local tribal people. Meet and interact
with the villagers and take a walk through the local streets, these community believes in
worshipping nature. They have a unique turban which classifies them different from the other
nearby communities. Here you will get a chance to sight migratory birds like domicile cranes,
blackbucks and chinkaras.
Later visit a nearby Dhurrie making unit where you will see the traditional art of Dhurrie making
(thin flat woven rug) mostly used as carpets, table mats.
Included activities:
Mehrangarh Fort
Bishnoi village visit
Accommodation: Mandore Guest House or similar
Meals included: Breakfast

Accommodation: Mandir Palace or similar
Meals included: Breakfast
Day 13: Jaisalmer – Jodhpur
Today you drive across the desert to discover
Rajasthan's second-largest city, the frenetic
Jodhpur (approximately 6 hours’ drive). Jodhpur
abounds with antique shops and, according to
many a traveller, has the best lassi in India. It's
also where the famous Jodhpur trousers
originated. Explore the Sadar Bazar and the
clock tower in the city. The local markets are
here famous for its colorful jootis (footwear),
turbans and handicrafts.

Day 15: Departure Day
There are no activities planned for the final day
and you can depart the accommodation at the
designated time of check-out. Hotel check out
1200 hours.
Meals included: Breakfast

In the afternoon, we will find a convenient
rooftop where we can photograph the fort at
sunset, and also in the early evening, as it is lit
up for the night.
Accommodation: Mandore Guest House or
similar
Meals included: Breakfast
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Booking arrangements for the Covid era
Travel in the Covid era has changed everything in the travel industry. Although we
subcontract our land arrangements and bookings to Intrepid Travel, so that you are
protected by their industry bonding, ultimately the we undertake all of the financial risk
ourselves. As a small business we cannot afford to run trips at a loss, and so have had to
amend our booking conditions to protect both you, and ourselves.
This is an explanation of our new booking conditions: the precise terms, including final
payment date, will be notified at the time of booking.
A part of the changes are to bring in variable pricing: this is essentially a hedge against
having to cancel a trip. It means that we can still (just about) afford to run a trip with fewer
people than normal. This gives you a bit more protection against a trip being cancelled due
to other people dropping out. If people do drop out, then it does mean that you may pay a
little more, but you will get a more exclusive trip with fewer people and more individual
attention. If the trip is full, then you will pay a fair bit less.
At the moment, I am only asking for deposits for new bookings once we are close to the
minimum number we need to run the trip. At this time we will process your bookings.
We will have a review of each trip 30 days before the final payment is due and another a
week before the final payment is due. At this point, we will notify you whether the trip is
expected to go ahead. We will not ask you for the final payment, unless we are
confident that the trip will be able to go ahead.
We have arranged this tour to finish in Jodhpur, to give people the chance to explore further in
Rajasthan, head to Agra to see the Taj Mahal or simply spend an extra couple of days in this
stunning city. There are flights from as little as £65, and these can easily be incorporated into many
international flights giving you the ultimate flexibility. Once you have booked, myself or Intrepid
Travel will be able to advise you about any onward arrangements.
Our visit to the Kolayat Mela is something of an
exploratory phase of the trip. I have been to
Pushkar, and a number of other November fairs in
the country, but never to Kolayat. As one of the least
touristy melas in Rajasthan, we are somewhat
feeling our way. We have researched this as much as
possible, and have been assured that photography is
possible by the lake, but as with anything in India,
things can change due to local conditions. Rest
assured though, in a country as fascinating as India,
we have a plan 'b', and indeed a plan 'c' in place.
In essence, this is the basis of all of our trips: it is
not just the things that are listed on the itinerary
that are the things that people remember, we are
always seeking out local markets, villages, temples
and people working in fields to stop for, engage and
photograph. There are a number of times when we
have built in time to be flexible. We are assisted in
this by having the best local leader that Intrepid
Travel have on their books - the incomparable
Chetan. Chetan is a great friend and I have been
working with him since 2008. He is great at
suggesting and finding photo-opportunities along the
way.
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If the trip is going ahead, then we will request full payment, which will be due at least 56
days before departure. At this point, we will know the final numbers for the trip, and will be
able to make any refunds that are due under the variable pricing policy.
If we are not able to operate the tour, we will look to re-schedule and if that’s not possible
you will have the option to hold your deposit as a credit to put towards a future trip or a full
refund.
If we have to subsequently cancel the trip, because of the Covid situation (for instance due
to quarantine requirements on arrival or return, or if travel is advised against), then we will
make a 100% refund.
If you cancel the trip for any reason - including a Covid diagnosis - after the final payments
have been made, there is a 100% cancellation fee. You are therefore strongly urged to
purchase travel insurance at the time of booking. Intrepid Travel offers a policy that
includes coverage for Covid, so you will be covered for this eventuality.
You are also advised to purchase flights through Intrepid. We will adjust out payment terms
so that you shouldn't have to pay the balance for the flights until we know a trip is going
ahead. Flight refund terms will vary, so again, comprehensive travel insurance is
recommended.
We believe that these new terms are a good balance between protecting you and your
booking, whilst also ensuring that we are able to manage the risk of running tours in these
difficult times.
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what is covered on this trip?
As well as enjoying the festivals, landscapes and people of Rajasthan, you will learn a massive
amount about photography and many of the techniques used by a professional travel photographer.
Our tours generally cover a wide range of technical and practical techniques for improving your
travel photography. This is done with a combination of practical group and individual
demonstrations, illustrated talks on aspects of travel photography and group reviews and
discussions.
I have recently completely revitalised our teaching schedules on our trips: we will be setting a lot
more projects for people to work towards, and also holding more image reviews.
I tailor the subjects covered on the tours depending on the level of knowledge of people on the
tour, individual requirements and the nature of the itinerary. Always very approachable, we are
always willing to give individual help, look at pictures or enter into a spirited discussion about just
about everything.
I will also give a short daily briefing as to the sort of things that you might expect to see each
day, and the sort of equipment and techniques that you might need the following day.
There are a number of specific skills that we will be covering on this trip, including:
• I will show you simple ways to improve the focus and sharpness of your pictures.
• I will teach a number of techniques to achieve great portraits of the people we meet on our travels
• I will show you how to see pictures and prepare your camera ready to take them
• I will help you to learn to see pictures
• I will show you a number of ways to improve your exposures!
• I will show you how to use composition to tell a story in your pictures.
• I will show you how to use a polarising filter to get more vibrant shots.
• I will teach you some techniques for better night photography
• I will explain the importance of understanding ISO, shutter speed and depth of field.
• I will show you how to use panning for exciting action shots
• I will show you how to shoot and process panoramic pictures
• I will teach you the rules of composition (and when to break them)
• I will teach you some simple post-production techniques to give your pictures more punch and
impact.
• I will teach you how to back up pictures and clean your camera.
Our schedule is flexible, and will be responsive to the needs and interests of the group. If there is
anything else that you would like covered on the trip, then please ask at any time. I am always
happy to include anything in the trip tuition.

Impressions of Rajasthan 2022

© Better Travel Photography | www.bettertravelphotography.com 2021

who is this tour suited to?
Our photo tours cater for a wide spectrum of people at a range of different levels. Steve's skill in
explaining things, patience and tireless energy mean that he is able to pitch talks and individual
tuition so that they are relevant for a range of different abilities.
These tours are primarily aimed at people who have at least a basic knowledge of their cameras and
are keen to develop their skills further.
The people who get the most from a trip like this are those who are aware of the areas that they
want to develop. It might sound obvious, but if you know your own shortcomings then you are
better able to tackle them!
If you have a greater knowledge, then Steve will be able to fill in a lot of the theories behind things
that you might have already thought that you knew, which will help make decisions more instinctive
and more confident. He will also be able to help you to take your photography forward to the next
stage and can teach you a number of advanced techniques and theories.
If you are an absolute beginner, then these tours will still teach you a vast amount about
photography. A large part of photography is artistic and not technical. Selecting viewpoints and
angles, composition and especially approaching people to take their picture are as vital as apertures
and shutter speeds. Allied to this Steve will explain all of the technical aspects that you need to
know as they relate to you and your camera.

For more information, please contact us and we will help you to assess if this adventurous trip is for
you.

Covid 19
I have taken the decision that for all of my future tours vaccination for Covid19 is compulsory.
Obviously if you have a medically certificated reason why you cannot be vaccinated, then this policy
will not apply to you, although I cannot say the same about the Indian or even the Ladakhi
authorities! You can see move about our Covid 19 Policy on this link.

Non-photographing partners
We are often asked about non-photographing partners coming on our trips, and he always say that
they are more than welcome - as long as they are not photographer-phobic! We believe that travel
photography is a great way to engage with a place and the people who live there. Because we are
photographers we will see more sunrises, talk to more locals, try more foods and visit more markets
than ordinary trips. This means that non-photographers can engage with us - and some even go
away with a new interest in photography. We are also about having a good time too - we are
mindful that this is a holiday as well as a photography tour - so we aim to have lively meals, a lot of
laughs and the odd drink or two. As someone recently stated abut our tours:
"Your love of photography and travel is infectious and I can honestly say I have never laughed or
learnt so much on a holiday before!"
If Steve had to have a mission statement for these tours, then this is it!

You will get more out of these tours if you have a basic familiarity with your camera. If it is new,
and out of the box then you might spend a great deal of time thumbing through the manual, and not
learning about photography. I should also point out that whilst I has a lot of experience with
different cameras, he doesn't know everything about all of them! If you are not familiar with your
camera, then you should definitely bring the manual with you! Between us, we should then be able
to sort out most things!
Finally, it is important to remember that whilst photography does need patience and sometimes you
need to wait for a picture; this is a group tour. There will be a lot of time for you to go off on your
own, but there will also be times where we have to meet at a certain time, or during a journey need
to maintain our pace. If the group dynamic is not really for you and you have the opinion that
everyone else can just wait for you if you are taking a picture, wandering off or shopping then these
(or any group tours) probably aren't for you!
Similarly, if you are the sort of person who gets offended or irritated by other people easily, and just
"have to speak your mind" about it, no matter who you offend, then maybe any group trip is not for
you. These trips work better if everyone is prepared to work together as a team, and help each
other. We will all have a better time, and come away with better pictures and better memories.

Travel in Rajasthan
This trip will require a good level of fitness. We have included a number of walks to help us explore
more, and sometimes the ground could be a little rough, and the conditions could be hot and dusty.
There are some long journeys on this trip, and some of the road conditions will be rough. The
reward will be passing through some stunning scenery and also reaching some incredible and rather
remote places. We will stop as much as possible in order to take photographs..
India is often called an assault on the senses, and although this is a bit of a cliche, it is true in many
ways. There are a number of times when we will be in pretty large crowds - especially at the two
melas. As well as attracting pilgrims, the melas also attract beggars and merchants, and there will
be some level of hassle as you walk around. We can help you with this, but if you really don't like
crowds, or struggle to respond to mild hassling then you might find this trip somewhat stressful.
Foodwise, this trip is perfect for those who are vegetarians, as there will always be good options for
you, and although India has a reputation for spicy food, there are a number of options in Rajasthan
for dishes that are a lot milder.
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Land arrangements for this tour
The land arrangements for Impressions of Rajasthan are sub-contracted to Intrepid Travel who
will use their extensive knowledge from over twenty years in the travel industry to make sure
that you have the best travel experience, and to work in a way which will be the most
beneficial for the countries we travel in.
Our arrangements are now handled by the Intrepid Travel UK Private Groups office, which
opens up a range of payment options and also means that your trip can now be protected by
the UK travel industry protection. It also means that we can draw on the experience and
contacts of other companies in the Intrepid Group. Intrepid in the UK can accept payments by
bank transfer, cheque, debit card as well as Visa and Mastercard credit cards.
Intrepid are also able to book flights for you, which will mean that your entire trip can be
covered by their full ATOL protection (for any flight/trip combination that starts and finishes in
the UK). The flight price that they quote you will include their booking fee. As you are booking
with the UK office, your booking will be covered by the UK booking conditions.

Intrepid Travel were formed over twenty years ago in Australia, and have been running
excellent small group adventures ever since.
Intrepid's Core Purpose - Intrepid's core purpose is to enrich peoples lives by creating unique,
interactive travel experiences. They provide fun, affordable and sustainable travel adventures
that are beneficial to local communities.
Home From Home - Where you stay is all part of your Intrepid experience. Whether it's a
centrally-located city hotel, or a homestay in a tribal village, staying close to a region's people
and culture is the guiding principle. Our choices are based on friendliness as well as facilities,
character as much as convenience.
Small Groups - Travelling in a small group makes it more like travelling with friends than on an
organised tour. It means you get to experience more of the local culture, and we don't
dominate; we can actually get to know people and do the things they do.
Experienced leaders - Intrepid have some of the best leaders in the business: well trained
locals who act as ambassadors between you and the place you are travelling in. This means
that you can get the most from the country and the people you meet.
Please remember though, these tours are based on an Intrepid trip, but are a completely
separate product. They don't appear on the Intrepid website, and you should address any
questions through Steve on improve@bettertravelphotography.com
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Impressions of
Rajasthan
2022

Included in the trip price
• 14 nights Hotel accommodation
• 14 breakfasts
• 2 lunches & 5 dinners
• Amber Fort entrance
• Panna Meena Stepwell entrance
• Jaipur City visits (City Palace,
Hawa Mahal & Jantar Mantar)
• Nawalgarh walk
• Junagarh Fort visit, Bikaner

Variable price structure

• Bikaner Camel Breeding Centre

Prices from:
8 pax £ 2395 pp
9 pax £ 2320 pp
10 pax £ 2250 pp
11 pax £ 2195 pp
12 pax £ 2095 pp

• Jaisalmer City Walk
• Shiv Temple entrance
• Jaisalmer Fort and Haveli
entrance
• Jaisalmer Jeep/Camel ride
• Jodhpur Fort visit

excl. flights, based on Room share basis

• Bishnoi village excursion
• All transport as per itinerary
• English Speaking leader
• Entrance fees as per itinerary
• Pre-trip Facebook group
• Expert
photographic
tuition
Impressions
of Namibia
2020

Optional single supplement: £650

Better Travel Photography Photo tours with Steve Davey
www.bettertravelphotography.com/phototours/rajasthan

